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NOnNe test of the cormeness of educational procedurs
the happiness of the child.

Maria Montessori

Notes from Ms. Alena

One of themost importantevents at
school this month was thdontessori Work
Cycle for Parents. We are glad that 17
families came to us that evening to see the
classroom and materials, to ask and discuss
some of questiongndto try to work withthe
materials. This evening was important not
only for you as the parents, but for us as the

teachers also.
The typical questions that we usually have from

parentsaréde when my chil d will A wh
is he or she not countin yet
|l i ke to see my child wor no,

some book to practice @omehomework @ a s e 0 .

It is so hard dér us, adults, who were trained with
tradiional education from generatidio generation, to
understand (and | know it from my own experience to00),
that Montessori education is not sog@nplicatedway in teaching, but it ia philosophy that tells us:
fi dllow the child 0
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For some reason we, adults, decided that we know what our kids have tdaheéodidterent
stages of theilives and createa curriculum for themHowever,we forgot that even twins are different,
so how we canampae different kids even withithe same aggroupand make them do the sathéng
at the same time?

It is so easy to ruin the most important thing that Mother Nature gave to our #idsloveto
explore, discover and learby forcing their developme.

This is why the Montessori educatieystemis a 3 yearcycle educatioron every level (H
yearsin Early childhood, @ years in Lower elementary), where kids have a chance to get a lot of
knowledge and skills during thesey@ars, but everybody wil do it at his or her own pace with
satisfaction, whilestill loving the process dearnng.

You can stop by the schoahy day and sedow andwhat our kindergarteners or elementary
students are doing now araf coursethey will blossommoreby the end othe year.

"Before elaborating any system of education, we must therefore create a favorable environment that will
encourage the flowering of a childds natur al gi fts.
the basis of, angdoint of departure for, all future education.

The first thing to be done, therefore, is to discover the true nature of a child and then assist him in his
normal developmenti

Maria Montessor{ Tihe Secret of Childhoad)

If you would like to learn a little more about igke a look on article bellow.

Montessori kids love to learn from the inside out

The Montessori methods and practices used today emergedcéostientific observations of
mentally slow and povertgtricken children at a care center in the San Lorenzo slums of Rome. She
learned much from studying these children and engineered a nurturing environment enhanced with
developmentally appropriate,spalized materials.

Here aresomeguiding principles which are distinctive toettMontessori way and which make
Montessori education so chifdendly and unique:

Principle No. 1: Emphasize on the Process of learning, not the
Product

"Education should no longer be mostly imparting knowledge,
but must take a new path, seeking the release of human
potentialities.” Children possess an intrinsic love to learn, to
become lifelong learners.
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Focusing on the product of learning like a hijakes proficiency test or semester exam will
stifle a child's spontaneous and natural urge to learn

Dr. Montessori would eschew today's practice of "teaching to the test," where the curriculum
becomes a mile wide and inch deep experience. Instead, Mamtedgcation spotlights the process of
learning, rewarding a child's dag-day efforts and improvements, no matter how small. Learning
occurs in a supportive atmosphere of probkatving, critical thinking, experiential learning, and
ultimately, selfdiscovery.

Principle No. 2: Self-directed learning and seltdiscovery can happenin__a "Prepared
Environment" where the classroom, materials, and social climate are supportive.

Maria Montessori once statetThese words reveal th
child's inner self: 'Helpme do it alone'.'Children are respected
and permitted to work alone or in small groups at their o
pace with materials they select from a menu of options.

This freedom of choice is far from permitting children 0

"do their own thing," since it operatesithin a set of age
appropriate ground rules based on Dr Montessori beliefs, s
as respect for each other and for the learning environment.

Principle No. 3: The teacher is a facilitator who inspires development of the "whole child"
physically, socially, emotionally, spiritually, and intellectually.

Dr Montessori remarked decades afye must
observe the needs of a child...and respond to them with
meaningfu learning experiences." That's why
Montessori teachers are fully trained to anticipate,
recognize and respond to "sensitive periods" where
children make great intuitive leaps and certain types of
learning undergo a sudden surge in eagerness and
intensity. The teacher "strikes while the iron is hot,"
directing the children toward materials that fulfill their
developmental needs.

Learning is based on individual developmental
characteristics and needs, not on chronological &ge.
Montessori way respects ¢ichild as a unique person with an individual pattern and timing of growth
and concedes that each child carries his own internal, developmental alarm cDitferent levels of
ability, development and learning styles are expected, accepted, and usadridhaecurriculum.

Continued on the next page



Children in multtage and multgrade
Montessori classrooms move at their own pace. |
would be foolish to establish a set age or gradeoffut
date for a child to ride a bike. Likewise, Montessori
classrooms do not dictate that allhildren
automatically learn how to read simply because
they've made 6 orbits around the sun. Some read 4
age b5, 6, or7; others may need more exposure to
Montessori literacy experiences to learn to read by ag
8or9.

The teachers receive extensive tiagn
personalized for each of four distinct age spans: infant and todebe§-3, and 912. Children journey
through these four developmental age periodan orderly, segntial and predictable manndwut at

varying ratesMontessori teachers aresensitized to the fact that kids learn best when the time is

ripe- not school time, but their own. They always listen for a child's inner clock to chime.

http://mww.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/5944/montessdsilove-to-learn-from-the-inside-out

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0M1Gu9KXVkk

Coming School Events

1 TheParent / Teacher conferencedll be held onNovember 5 November 7

Do not miss it!

7 onNovember8", we will have a very exciting field trip to s@ée Nutcrackemlay
in theMarriott Theater in Lincolnshire.

Please remember that all children taking the bus should be at school no laté: 3Gz m.
The bus will leave the school promptlyBad5am.
If you are driving to the play, please expect to arrivé®@ip a.m.
Pleaseremember to wear the blue school shirts!

T November 18 November 22iGi vi ng wi t h Gr at

The detailed informatiois coming soon.

As always, if you have any comments, questions, or concerh§gied¢o contact us viamail
montpathways@hotmail.com

Warmly,
Ms. Alena
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Working with Montessori Materials

Snake gamen Elementary Math

The Snake Game in the Montessori classroom has two variations. These variations are used for
different levels of ability.The first presentation is usually geared towards six year olds. The second is
used for practice of math facts.

The first presentation 1is
counts colored bead bars that are laid out like a snake (hence;
name). When altld reaches ten they replace it for a ten bead b
Eventually the entire snake will be exchanged for gold ten bars.
verify their answer the child uses the colored beads which the s
was initially made of and creates combinations of ten: 7+3, 5
2+8, etc. In doing this, the child is beginning to see the differs
addends that can be used to make a sum of ten.

fTeen Snake Game. o Here a chil ‘ms ment a
counting. If the fist three beads used in their snake were a five bar, a

four bar and an eight bar the child would perform the following in their mind: 5+4+8=17. The child

would then replace these beads with a golden ten bar and a black and white seven bar and camtinue on i

the same process until the snake is once again golden.
Verification is done in the same way as the first
presentation by finding combinations of ten.

In our classroom, both the first and second year
students have been working with the snake game using
math task cards. Each card has an equation that is to be
solved with the Snake Game material. For additional
math practice, each card has a story problem on the back
to solve.

Later on in the elementary curriculum, the
children will learn the Subtracth or Negative Snake
Game as well as the Multiplication Snake Game. Both of

these materials build upon the foundation laid with the Addition Snake Games.

Ms. Katy
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Constructive Triangles: Triangle box

Material: A triangular box thatontains:

1 grey equilateral triangle

2 green scalene riglaingled triangles

3 yellow isosceles obtuse angled triangles
4 red equilateral triangles

= =4 4 A

The Constructive Triangles allow the children tg
explore the geometric possibilities inherent witbaveral
different types of triangles. This material develops th€
visual sense as children explore the many combinations
possible to create a given shape.

In the triangle box, a large gray triangle serves as a model for a shape that can be built with
combinations of the smaller triangles. The shapes are colored, which is a control for the child to easily
put them together to make the larger form. Children are free to explore the many other shapes that these
small triangles can create.

There are four o#tr constructive triangle boxes, two rectangles and two hexagons that encourage
children to build more shapes. The children are also learning vocabulary such as; isosceles, scalene
equilateral, acute, obtuse, and rigimigle. The indirect aim of the consttive triangles is to prepare the
child for geometry.

Ms. Patty

Spanish Materials in Montessoftnvironment

The main purpose of language is to communica@nguage in the Montessori environment is
all the activities that encourage speaking, listening, writing anergading/reading skillsThe child's
achievement of speech is a natural part of growing nqom

birth to about age % children are listening, watching and
sensitive to soundsAt age 1- 2, they are able to use simple
words and at 23 years, their vocabulary increaserhis is

the optimal time to introduce a second language into their
experience.

In many dual language homes, one parent will speak
only in English to the child, while thether parent (or
grandparent) speak the second langudgjaldren are able to
discern the different sounds and able to understand and
replicate this difference.
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We have incorporated Spanish language into our daily routine at sé¢hisohvailable on aaily
basis unlike previously, weekly lessonghis means we are able to relate it daily to the child, and
include it on a more regular basis.

One example of this; we celebrated two birthdays with ice cream, chocolate and \Bediaise one of

our Spanish activities identifieshe flavors of ice creamthe children were heard saying "l like
"Vainilla" or "Chocolate" or "Fresa", (strawberry) the beshey were proud of the fact that they could
speak the flavor of choice in a new language.

We offer Spanish extensions of the Golden Bead
Stair in math,as well as in the Sensorial area with
color identification Additional work will be
introduced in the months ahead.

Having these materials ready, everyday, offers &
new experience with a familiar wiq on a regular
basis

Ms. Christine

Notes from theElementary Class(North room)
Ms. Katy

Happy Halloween
from ElementaryClasg

Another month has come and gone and the
children continue to progress nicely through the
curriculum. We began October with therst Great
Lessonwhich tellsthe story of the beginning of the
universe. This first story focuses on subjects such asg
the solar system, composition of earth, volcanoes, g
states of matter and other creation stories. &
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So far this monthwe have researched
volcanoesas a classral some students have begun
researching planets.

We also performed a great deal of
experimentsthat deal withgravity, states of matter,
composition of other planetand many others.

During an experiment on gravity one student
remar ked, i Msthe oljexts hitting theh y  a
ground at the same time?0
and a pen being dropped from the same height. |
replied, AWhy do you think they are hitting at
| also overheard asecondysat udent say to a first year, #AWhy

This month we attendetYoga each Friday.
Through these four sessions, the children improvec
greatly in both their concentration and balance. Ou
Yoga teacher, Ms. Jenny, taught the datgh two
di fferent types of breat
AiDart h Vader o breathing.
imaginations to create poses of favorite animals and
pose for each letter of the alphabet. It was a lot of fun!

Once again this year, thdementary class
hosted the primary class for sorsgooky science
experiments. The children performed experiments
using slime, oobleck, squeezable bubbles and a
dancing ghost. Thank you tils. Tonya (Pipdis
mom), Ms. Tammy (fleysoris mom) and Ms.
Sally (Shawiis mom)for assisting on this fun day!

We have cornhued to work on ougrace and
courtesy in the classroom. We are working on being
quiet in the hallway when preparing for gym as the
Kindergarten andPreK studentsare in class at that
time and the fAnapperso all
improvement. Somesecond year students have alsos
been partnered up with first year students to serve as
mentors.
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So far it has worked really well for both the first and second years providing a helper for the first
years and a sense of responsibility for the second years.

In November we will hear the remainder of the Great Lessons which include The Beginning of
Life on Earth, The Coming of Humans, The Story of Communication and The Story of Numbers. We

will also finish up a few experiments we have left that are connéxtibe First Great Lesson.

A small sample of lessons this month:

Math:

First Grade Money Work, Addition Facts, Polygons Math Task Cards (Snake Game and Golden Bead
Addition), Measurement

SecondGrade Math Minute Sheets, Dot Game Addition, Bead Bar Addition with a focus on the order
of operations (introducing parentheses), Math Task Cards (Addition Facts)

Langquage:

First Grade Sight word spelling, Blue Series Work (blends and digraphs), Noun WBdgnning
Research Writing, Compound Words, Reading Practice

SecondGrade Sight Word Spelling, Plural Nouns, Green Series Work (long vowel words), commas,
Noun Works, Writing a Paragraph, Developing a Plan for Research, Reading Practice, Compound
Words
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