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A Our ¢ a rhid shwdld be doeerned, not b
the desire to make hitearn things, but by the
endeavor always to keep burning withim that

l i ght which is called %

Maria Montessori

Notes from Ms. Alena

This month the school was full of Thanksgiving spirit.
| think thatthefi ] am not a TPraectkwasghe f a m
biggesthi t of t he misguitedturkeys werema ny
created bythe kids and their familiesSo many different
characters, so much creativity, energy and family timeee
involved! We had several Ballerimaand Fashion Ladies
turkeys, Fall éaves pe turkey, FedEx and Train Engeer
turkey, Chicken and.amb turkey, Sharland Zbraturkey,
Veteran and Marine turkey, y&hboree turkey, Bulls and
BlackHawks turkeyNascar Driver(Jeff Gordon) turkey, My
hobbiesturkey; Santa, Rudolthe Reindeerand Chrismas
Tree turkey, Easter Bunnyrkey, Hawaiian turkeyAngry
Bird and Queen turkey and many others.

Then we continued with &iving with Gratitude
Week, when kids and theifamilies were able to donafeod
and other items tthe 22nd Annual Community Harvestwhich will benefit clients of th€rystal Lake
Food Pantryas wellasthd ayceesd® Shar e a ToGdtheriwe toleetesd ar damajed a m.
453 poundsof food and other itemslt wasa great chance teach our students not only the importance
of giving thanksfor what theyget but also the importance of giving.

Thank you everybody who participated in both events and gave our kids a chance to feel the
Thanksgiving spirit
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We concluded November witla Thanksgiving Activities Morning, where the children
prepareda small surpriséo thank their families for giving (we hope that you emdit!) and then spent
wonderful time together with music aradlight snack.Thank you to all parents who joined us and
helped.

I hope everybodgnjoys the long Thanksgiving weekend with family and friends!

Coming School Events

We invite all Montessori Pathways families and friends to our
Winter Holidays around the WorldCelebrationon Friday, December 3" 2013

1 at 5:00pm for ElementaryClass (North Room)
1 at5:45pm for East Room and South Room

Please RSVP hvionday, December'®,

Winter Breakis Decembe®23™® 2013 January 3* 2014
Montessori Pathways offel&/inter WWonder Camyfor your children during winter break.

If you would like to sign up your childén) for Winter Camp please return the registration
forms, along with the paymento later thanFriday, December 1% 2013.

As always, if you have any comments, questions, or concerh§efed¢o contact us viammail
montpathways@hotmail.com

Warmly,
Ms. Alena
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Working with Montessori Materials

Montessori Grammar Boxes in Elementary class

The Montessori Grammar Box material consists of eight
grammar boxes with colored compartments representing the
following parts of speecharticle, noun, adjective, verb, adverb,
preposition, pronoun, conjunction and interjectiorhe colors of
these compaments do not necessarily match that of the grammar
symbols to prevent memorization of colors by the children. The
materials used along with the grammar boxes include sentence
cards, word cards and grammar symbols.

An elementary student receives prea@nhs with the
grammar boxes usually following work with some of the other
Montessori Grammar Games (one to many, logical partners,
envelope and chart work, etc.).

The purpose of the grammar box is to explore the different
types of adjectives, verbs,\atbs etc. For example, when a child is
working with adjectives they will fill the box with a phrase card that

contains, fAthe Dblue pencil, the
child would bring these three pencils to their rug, lay out the cards
At haendd fApencil o, and replace onl

object. At this point the guide or teacher would point out the order of
the phrases. He or she might ask the child if the meaning of the phrase changes or does it still make
sense i f pietncwelr eb,| ufet.hoe Thi s woul d be an opportu
in sentences.

Other concepts taught using the Adjective Grammar Boxes might be sense of color, sense of
size, sense of shape (incorporates the subjects of language@meétry), sense of touch, sense of
hearing, smelling, tasting, logical adjectives, and comparison of adjectives.

As with most Montessori materials, the idea is once again hands on and builds upon previous
knowledge. Follow up work for this material migh be wr i ti ng the phrases t

language journal and symbolizing the parts of speech used in the phrase or sentence.

Ms. Katy
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Vocabulary Development Sequence Cards

Material: Severagets of cards showing a sequence of actions in
three or more pictures.

The | anguage experience begirt
t he ear . o They encompass a Wi
storytelling to the silence game. At this time, the child dewelop
listening skills. The directress takes part in information giving
conversations and lots of naming is done throughout the classroom.
Language specific activities such as: matching and rhyming cards
and sequencing cards can be presented to the child.

Sequencing cards show a process from beginning to end.
Simple sequencing stories have three or four pictures, more
complex stories will have more. The teacher begins by telling the
story to the child while setting the cards randomly on the table. The
teacher will then retell the story while setting the cards in order
from left to right. Later, the cards are mixed and the child is invited

to tell the story and lay out the cards. When three or more pictures are mastered, longer stories are
introduced totie child.

The direct aim of the sequencing cards is to develop visual discrimination, develop language

skills, and to learn sequence and causality. Indirectly it helps to prepare the child for reading and
writing.

Ms. Patty

The Rhyming Words

For young children, learning to rhyme is a reading readine
skill. It teaches both sound and letter patterns necessary for readif
and spelling.One exercise we use with the sandpaper letters (as wé
as other materials) is to construct ending soundisyarhanging the
beginning letter only.For instance, "Let's make an "at" book......the
letters "a" and "t" make the sound "at"; by changing the beginnin
sound only, we createat, hat, mat, satetcThis is part of
phonological awareness which is tteeognition of sound structure
in language.

Counting a word's syllables and separating the beginni
sound from its ending, is a necessary step in the reading process.
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This skill also builds memory pathways in a young
child's brain...think of the patt@ng used by Dr. Seusdt
reinforces repetition and writing succedsursery rhymes,
songs and poems also contribute to this process.

Sometimes, we read a rhyming book and pause
during the story to an immediate response from the class
to finish therhyme in the sentenceAn example is from
"Chicka Chicka Boom Boom" will there be
enough.....and the class loudly responds with "room"!

Rhyming teaches children how language works, the
rhythm of language, prepares them to make predictions, wigtingmon letters and to expand their
imaginations.

Ms. Christine

Notes from theElementary Class(North room)
Ms. Katy

Happy Thanksgiving! | hope you all enjoyed the [
gratitude boxes that the class painted and sent home. [
kept onegratitude box in the classroom that the children
enjoyed filling the week of Thanksgiving. This is
something we will continue to do in our classroom
throughout the year. | also want to say thank you fo
sending in items for the Crystal Lake Food Pantry!

We wrapped up oufGreat Lessons
this month. The children enjoyed exploring
the Timeline of Life, learning about the small
amount of time people have been around
when compared to the age of Earth,
comparing how language and numbers have
evolved over time and many other concepts.
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Following the Fifth Great Lesson, one student started §
discussion bout creating their own Great LessoiThis got all
the children talking and brainstorming. Because of their intere S
in this idea, we decided to abandon my plans for a few days age
follow their interest. The next day when they arrived in the
classroom, the were able to explore books, cards, and othejlil
materials that had to do with the lessons taught. Here is a list
some of the activities observed over those few diamning
about how people obtain food, timeline of transportation, timelin
of human sheer, rock and mineral research, Timeline of Life,
writing with quills, exploring how written language and numbers
have changed over time, space research, fossil and shell exploration and learning about different
religions.

A few second year studentstoit upon themselves to write written research reports and present
a fANGreat Lessono of their own to the <cl ass. It
present if they are doing it because they are interested in it and are given tharga¢oesin order to
be successful.

Our field trip this month was to thdlgin Public
Museumto learn about rocks and fossil/e were presented
with different types of fossils and learned a little about the i -_— H
three different types of rocks and how fosske made. We / )
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also learned about the lllinois State Fossil: The Tull g |
Monster!
I would like to thank the parents that drove for this trip and
those who volunteered.

December will be a short and busy month. The
children will be researching different Deober holiday
celebrations from around the world. This work will be on display at our Classroom Winter Celebration.
At this celebration you will be able to view these projects, hear some holiday poems, share in some
holiday music and snacks. | look forwaodseeing you all there!
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A small sample of lessons this month:

Group Lessons:Past, Present and Future, AM/PM, Botany Experiments, Parts and Types of Stems,

Asia Biomes, Geographyxperiments

Math: First Years: Addition Strip Board, Short Chains (Skip Counting), Addition Finger Chart,
Dynamic Golden Bead Addition and Static Golden Bead Subtraction, Measuring with Inches, Telling
Time, Money Counting

Second YearsAddition of three, four digit addends with tHgtamp Game, Stamp Game
Subtraction, Subtraction Facts, Measuring with Inches, Consecutive and Adjacent Lines

7~ o 1o R
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Language:First Years: Noun Logical Partners, Article to Object Matching, Adjectives to Describe a
Noun, Story Writing with Adjective Envel@p Sight Word Practice, Blue Series Spelling Activities

Second Years: Compound Words, Adjective Grammar Boxes, Parts of Speech Symbolizing,
Long Vowel/Short Vowel Sorting, Descriptive Paragraphs, Cursive Writing Practice
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Botany: Types of Seeds, How Sexidiravel, Parts of the Stamen and Pistil, Parts of a Flower, Parts of a
Seed

Geography _and History: Timeline of Life Research, North America Biome Comparisons, North
America Continent Map, North America Plants and Animals, Animal Research

Art and Music: Clapping Different Rhythms (ask your child about the hamburger song), Types of
Musi cal I nstrument s, Painting a Picture of a F
Volcano Painting

Ms. Katy
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