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Notes from Ms. Alena  

    (Head of School) 

 Some of us might have experienced the fact that often 

schools will jump from one trend of teaching to another. As 

something new comes out, so a curriculum changes, 

moving onto the next big thing. Schools spend thousands 

of dollars on new programs and then 2 years later, thereôs 

something did not work or better out there.  

 The beauty of Montessori is that the principles of 

teaching, the philosophy and the tools have been around 

for centuries and havenôt changed. There has got to be a 

good reason for that, as clearly itôs working. The 

philosophy that Maria Montessori developed many years 

ago still greatly works for our kids today.  
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  The Freedom of Choice                
in Montessori Environment 

 Maria Montessori said that everything the child does 

is creative.  It is the creative mind that harnesses all of its power to 

solve problems. The creative powers of the children help them 

solve problems throughout their stay in the Montessori classroom. 

These problems can be social, emotional, intellectual or physical in 

nature.  By allowing the children to grapple with these problems 

and ideas we help them enlist their own creativity.   

When children are not permitted to deal with their own prob-

lems as they arise, but have adults solve them for them, they have 

difficulty experiencing their own creative solutions.  In many ways 

the Socratic method of asking questions and allowing children to 

choose their answers is a way of allowing for creativity to 

arise.  We all know there are many ways to get to a goal.   

To teach children in only one way, and ask for only one an-

swer, will prevent them from using their minds in an inventive 

way.  Children need projects and tasks that they can tackle.  They 

need to experience their own endless creativity.  They must come 

to see that they can do this is to be allowed to solve appropriate 

problems and experience the benefit of their own innovative solu-

tions.  Some of these problems might be artistic, scientific, intellec-

tual or social.  Anytime a child sits down to accomplish something 

they are drawing on their own reservoir of creativity and inventive-

ness.   
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 The most important period of 

life is not the age of university 

studies, but the first one, the pe-

riod from birth to the age of six.                              

          ~ Maria Montessori  

~10 Characteristics of  

Children in the Montessori 

Classroom ~ 
 

§ Respectful 

§ Responsible 

§ Self-disciplined 

§ Independent 

§ Creative/Inventive 

§ Self-Motivated 

§ Organized 

§ Global Thinkers 

§ Collaborators 

§ Leaders 
 

Learn more about it, please click 
here. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/34106.Maria_Montessori
https://1drv.ms/b/s!As0leUULPLGLg4AKuEvlHRXiat72rA
https://1drv.ms/b/s!As0leUULPLGLg4AKuEvlHRXiat72rA
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  Good Enough VS  

Becoming Accomplished 

 
 Since itôs time for parents to make a very important deci-

sion about the future of their children, one of the events we had 

this month was our parent evening ñGood Enough VS Be-

coming Accomplished (Montessori Kindergarten and Ele-

mentary Year)ò, where Ms. Karen and Ms. Amber demonstrat-

ed the spiral nature of Montessori education, whereby the skills 

learned in the early years of the Montessori Primary class are 

studied at a deeper level in the Kindergarten and Elementary 

years.  

 They also explained why the Montessori Kindergarten year 

is not the beginning of Elementary education, but rather the 

final and crucial year of the 3-year Primary Education cycle.  

 It is important to keep this in mind when deciding where to 

continue your childôs education.  

 
 

Pizza / Bingo Night 

 

 While parents were discussing many interesting ques-

tions with Ms. Karen and Ms. Amber during the Parent Educa-

tional Evening in one classroom, the Pre-K and K kids were 

gathered together with Ms. Carole and Ms. Urana, enjoying an 

evening of bingo, stories, games, and a very yummy pizza in 

the other classroom. 

Thank you! 

 During Winter Break we made 
the renovations in our North 
Room using the money collected 
during our Mums Sale and Equal 
Exchange Fundraisers. The reno-
vation cost about $4,500.00, and 
the $2,500.00 that we raised were 
of course of great help. 

 Thank you to all of you who 
participated in both fundraisers! 

 Thank you Meelis Saareoks, 
Emmaõs dad, for helping us with 
renovation! 

 We have changed the kitchen 
cabinets with counter and re-
placed the floor. Hopefully our 
kids enjoy their new floor and 
kitchen 

BEFORE: 

AFTER: 
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Registration for the upcoming 2018-2019 School Year has begun! 

     It is that time of the year when we begin assembling the classes for the next year. We also begin to plan our staff and curricu-
lum for the upcoming school year.  

 If you have decided to continue your childôs education at Montessori Pathways, please 
 
a.    Complete the Re-Enrollment Form for the 2018- 2019 School Year 

b.    Attach the School Year Re-Enrollment Fee ($50; $25 for the second child) 

c.    Return the Re-Enrollment Form along with Re-Enrollment Fee to school by March 1st. 

d.    Submit 10% of the annual tuition security deposit no later than April 15, 2018. 

 By submitting your 10% of the annual tuition deposit on time, you secure your childôs spot at our school for the next school year, 
can lock in your childôs current classroom, and any other special schedules and arrangements made with the school.  

 All families enrolling and submitting 10% of the tuition after April 15th will be considered ñnewly enrolledò families, and will be 
subject to a new enrollment fee of $100.00 for 2018-2019 School Year.  

 Spots are already limited and cannot be guaranteed - ñnewly enrolledò families will be enrolled on a first come, first serve ba-
sis.  Classroom and any other preferences will also be up to administrative discretion based on availability. 

Please do not wait until the last minute and help us and your family be successfully prepared for 2018-2019 School Year on time. 

Ý February 1 ï New Families Enrollment begins 

Ý February 2 (F) ï Vision / Hearing Screening for Preschool ï Kindergarten Students 

Ý February 9 (F) - Elementary Class Trip to Crystal Lake Library 

Ý February 14 (W) ï Valentineôs Day at Montessori Pathways 

Ý February 19 (M) ï No School (Presidentsô Day) 

Ý February 26 ï March 7 ï Moving-On Weeks: 

§ Kindergarten Extended Day Class Visit Days for Pre-K Students 

§ Elementary Class Visit Days for Kindergarten students 

Ý February 26 ï March 2 ï Dr. Seuss Week 

Ý March 1 ï Summer Camp Enrollment Begins 

Ý March 1 (Th) at 6:00pm -  Kindergarten Demo Class  

During one hour, the Kindergarten students will demonstrate a short version of the Kindergarten Extended Day Class for Pre-
K parents. 

Ý March 1 (Th) at 6:00pm ï Elementary Demo Class 

During one hour, the Elementary students will demonstrate a short version of the Daily Work Cycle for current Elementary 
and Kindergarten parents. 

Ý March 2 (F) at 12:15pm ï Elementary Class Field TripðñFreedom Ridersò Show                                          
at Raue Center for the Arts in Crystal Lake 

 

 

COMING SCHOOL EVENTS 
 


