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Maria Montessori

Merry Christmasfrom East roont

Notes from Ms. Alena

The hreeweeks of @cembetruly kept ourschoolbusy The kids spent timdecorating their
classrooms, preparing gifts for their familiesid learning songs for the winter celebration. It was so
coolto hearChristmas carolaround the schodhat kids were singing while doing their work or getting
readyto gooutside.Sometimesve sawdifferent groups of elementary kids in the hallwpsacticing
their poems or songs fdine celebrationor looking for and discussing the information for their research
projects about winter holidays around the world.

Despitethe anticipationof the holidays, kids continuetb work hard. Quite often,many ofthe
studentome toshare their work with me. Yoshould seéow proud they arduringthis moment andl
amalsoso excited and proud of thei@ur kindegarteners love to show and tell me abitngtwork of
their choice, which they usually do after theegularwork is
done. And you know what is very interesting and exciting fo
me? That the work of their choice is usually more
challenging than their regular work.

This month brought lot of extremely cold days to
us, butthe kids still had a chance to spend some times
outside and enjothesnowand sunny weather

| hope that everybodiad a wonderful time during
this holiday season.

May everyoné& NewYear be filled withhappiness, love,
and prosperity!

Best regards,
Ms.Alena
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Happy New Year from South room!

Coming School Events

1 We inviteMontessori Pathwaysarentsand friends td?arent Evening

AThinking about the futureo
(Montessori Kindergarten year and Elementary education)

on Thursday, January 3™ 2014at 6:30pm

Please RSVP vionday, January 20"

1 Elementary Parent/Teacher conferencewill be on January 2930
by appointments.

As always, if you have any comments, questiongoncerns, fddree to contact us viamail
montpathways@hotmail.com
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Notes from theElementary Class(North room)
Ms. Katy

Happy New Year! December was a
short and busy month at school. | would like to
thank all the families for attendingur Winter
Celebration and contributing food and other
artifacts the children requested for their
research. It really was a student led project. |
provided the initial research questions and
celebrations and they provided the information
and planning for Wwat they needed to represent
the holiday. The children also worked hard at
reciting their poetry and performing Jingle Bells

with instruments.

As a whole group this month we focused onBi@mes of Australia.The children learned about

the different plants, animals and needs of people according to the biome we were looking at. Our next
biome of study is Africal!

We continued ouyearlongstudy of weathewith a focus on language and art. The children each
selected a dferent weather picture out of a book and
duplicated it with water colors. They followed this up by
writing a story to accompany their picture.

Last month thdirst year studentseceived their first
presentation orGolden Bead Subtractionlt is introduced y
with a story about Ms. Minuend who would like to give somef;
of her golden beads away because she has just too many,
From this story we focused on the idea that addition is puttlng
it all together and subtraction is taking it away!

This mornh the children received the presentation on
how to borrow and exchange in subtractioNext month, the
first years will move onto the Stamp Game for addition which
is a more abstract way of completing problems. We will be
moving away from actual quantityf numbers to the symbol
of the numbers.

The second yearkave been moving solely towards
abstraction of dynamic addition and subtraction problems.
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They now have a solid understanding of why we borrow and exchange in these two operations.
They are alsoantinuing to work on speed and accuracy in their addition facts. Once these are mastered,
they will concentrate on speed and accuracy of subtraction facts.

In January we will begin work with multiplication with a focus on the concrete idea in order to
realy lay a good foundation for the concept of this mathematical operation.

| am looking forward to the New Year with the students. The second half of the school year is an
exciting time as the routine, ground rules and expectations are generally urdlatstois point. We
will begin our study of the Common Human Needs which will lead into some wonderful areas of
research.

A small sample of lessons this month:

Group Lessons: Monthly Timelines, Personal Timelines, Biomes of Australia, Holiday Research,
Weather Stories, Ornament Sewing, Poetry Writing

Math:
First Years: Number Line Addition, Addition Charts, Subtraction Strip Board, Dynamic Golden
Bead Subtraction, Tessellations
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Second YearsNumberLine Subtraction, Subtraction Charts, Missing Addendst Game, Abstract
Addition and Subtraction, Measuring Objects with Feet and Inches, Calculating Perimeter, Study of
Geometric Solids

Lanquage:
First Years: Blue Series Spelling Works, Common and Proper Noun Sorting, Capitalizing the

Word I, Adjective Matchig

Second Years: Contractions, Rhyming Words and Writing Couplets, Alphabetical Order
Practice, Green Series Spelling Works, Commas in an Address, Commas in a Series of Nouns and
Adjectives, Parts of a Letter

Zoology: Parts of a Fish, Parts of an Amphibidarts of a Reptile, Invertebrate Research

Geography and History: Geography Charts, Asia Map, North American Fish, Reptiles and
Amphibians
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Art_and Music: Ornament Sewing, Weather Painting with Water Colors, Using Instruments to
Recognize Rhythm

Ms. Katy

Kindergarten Extended Day News

December was a short month packed with learning. Th
Kindergartnes 6continue to expand their work cycle in the
classroom.

In the language area they have been practicintheir
reading skills. Several childrdmave become familiar with blends
(ch,sh, th)and with phonogram@o, er, ar, ee). Not only have they
been reading these words, Ithety are also using them to word build _ »
(spelling) and in their writings. It is exciting to see their language
skills improving every day!
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Word studyis an important part of the Montessori language curriculum. This month we learned
aboutadjectivesn a fun way by using gingerbread cookies!

Each child was given a gingerbread cookie. They used all their sense of ealicbmiell, sight,
and taste to describe their cookie. Hard, bumpy, thstyyn,andsweet, are just a few of the adjectives
that the children used to describe their cookie. Afterwards, each child decorated their own version of a
gingerbread man/woman!

In our cultural area, the children have been
learning aboutanimals in winter. Do they migrate,
hibernate, or adapt? Will their fur change colors with the
winter season? What does their animal home look like?
At recess, we have been investigating #memal tracks
that we find in the snowVas the track made by a rabbit or
squirrel?

We discussed the changing seasons and read a book
about the Winter Solstice. We learned many facts about
the Winter Solstice, including that it is the shortest day of

theyear! We wrote about these facts in our journals!

In the math areawe have had presentations jplace value
(ones, tens, hundreds, thousands). This will lead to more advanag
works with the decimal system in the coming months.

In January, we will betraveling to the Prairie view
Educational Cent ewintefoo mp b g iail
continue our study of winter animals by incorporating science, ar\
and literature! We will also learn about Martin Luther King, Jr. an .“ »,
other peacemakers tife world. '

Have a Happy New Year!

Sincerely,
Ms. Patty
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Notes from the South Classroom

Ms. Patty, Ms. Ambreen

Thank you to everyone that attended our
Winter Celebration " Ho | i draupds the
Wo r | @he .children enjoyed performing the
songs and dances that they learned about
Hanukahand Kwanza. They especially enjoyed
singing a4Roou tthe ReNosed
Kangaroo that lives in Australia! Learniagout
the holidays of different cultures embraces
Montessori principals of inclusion and peace
Students understand that celebrations have had a
great significance to peopleroughat the world!

With the changing of the seasons, we added new materials to the shelves.

In the practical life area the children have been
working withthe string along lacing kit The child uses a lacing
pen to punch a d&g into a board. Thehdld can make an
original design or followa pattern card. This material develops
handeye coordination and helps the child practice countity a
tterning

Arts and crafts are
important to the & age
group, creating things to take
home and learningot express
ourselves artistically gives the children a confidence in their abilities.
The skills involved in cutting, gluing, painting, and coloring all
develop hangtye coordination and fine motor skills. This month, the
children have completed many ceafhcludingflying reindeers with
many different colored noses,
glittering Christmas trees, and
button stars!

In the language areathe

children are workig with our newsequencing workased on the

book, A Frbrgegsys eG@eodt sblLpndod.oThia iskh o n

funny book about a frog that learns how much work it is to get

ready to go out to play in the snow. Eachtimghet s fiready o he
forgets to put on aigce of clothing and has to start over again.

The children use felt pieces and a felt board to sequence the story.
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